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Icestors ate during thié
r what reason? It was
OUr ancestors’ houses
. is a Passover-offerin;
the houses of the chik
k the Egyptians with

Wit nEnnbp The whole of the Seder shows the development from the imper-
sonal to the personal, from the historical to the biographical, from recounting
to reliving. ‘Thus the central portion of the Haggadah explains each of the major
symbols: pesah, matzah, maror. Each of these is defined in 2 manner more _
historical than personal. Thus, the reason for the Passover sacrifice is: God
passed over our ancestor’s homes in Egypt. We eat matzah: because the dough
of our ancestors did not have time to ferment. And we eat the maror: because
the Egyptians embittered the lives of our ancestors in Egypt. All the holiday

seems to be a historical recollection, However, immediately thereafter we join

gmented unity. Similarly,
consists of nothing but flo
dients for bread, without atiy
nandment to eat mafzah az

~of the unity theme. Finally
crifice outside of the Temple 23
2 the center of the nation 2
lamb, slaughter it, and eat #’
med in the taws of Passo
te ourselves to the concept of

the peraonal ta the historical, We declarc thal We too are participants in the
Exodus story, The redemmon was not only of pur. ancestors, but of purselves
as well Hence, immediately before the Hallel we raise our cups and declare,
“Therefore we are obligated to praise and thank Almlghh God who performed
all these miracles both for our ancestors and for us'” And in anticipation of the
great Hallel of this Passover Seder, we shall recite before God a new shirah, a
new song. No longer are we historians; now we are participants. We are our-
selves m\«ol‘ved with the great cxperience of redemption. May that be our call
this Passover, this vear, and throughout our lives, May we learn to pierce the
harsh facade of impersonality of modern life with the warm rays of a Jewish
heart and soul. May we, and all Israel, and indeed all the world, recite before
our Father in heaven a new shirak, a new song, singing of the redemption of
all men and all mankind: Haleluyak, praise the Lord!
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ds are known to all mankind:
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cinated civilization for som neo Maharal notes that the Passover sacrifice could not be offered on the altar
with any of its parts missing or burned separately; the entire animal had to be
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